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Major Dundee: A Reappraisal Fifty Years on  

  

By  Garry Victor Hill  

Major Dundee. Produced by Jerry Bresler. Directed by Sam Peckinpah. Screenplay 

by Harvey Julian Fink, Sam Peckinpah and Oscar Saul. Developed from a story by 

Fink. Photography by Sam Leavitt. Production Design by Alfred Ybarra. Editing 

by William Lyon, Dan Starling and Howard Kunin. Music by Christopher 

Calliendo. (2005 version) A Columbia Pictures Production. Original Release: 

March 1965. Restored DVD version released 2005. No rating. Length: the restored 

DVD version is 130 minutes without a commentary; 113 minutes for the original 

U.S. theatrical release. 126 minutes or more in some locales. A 278 minute 

unreleased version was made. The unfound directorôs cut is 152/156 minutes. This 

DVD version also contains an optional commentary with experts on Peckinpahôs 

work, a short documentary about the stunts and a 20 minute excerpt from Mike 

Siegelôs Passion and Poetry -The Ballad of Sam Peckinpah. This excerpt deals 

with the making of the film. It contains filming footage and later interviews with 

some surviving cast members: ******* 85%  
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Introduction  and Dedication  

Major Dundee is one of those potentially great Hollywood films that almost 

everyone regrets was not the success it should have been. It was made at the end of 

the classic studio system and the story of its making reveals much that was wrong 

with that system and with the censorship of the time.  

Hopefully this book will serve as more than just a tribute to the film and to those 

connected with it. This book just might inspire somebody to find the missing full 

version. 

 

Dedicated to those who made Major Dundee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

The Cast  

Major Amos Dundee: Charlton Heston  

Captain Ben Tyreen: Richard Harris  

Scout Samuel Potts: James Coburn  

Bugler Tim Ryan: Michael Anderson Junior  

Teresa Santiago: Santa Berger  

Lieutenant Grahame: Jim Hutton  

Reverend Dahlstrom: R.G. Armstrong 

Sierra Charriba: Michael Pate  

Sergeant Chillum: Ben Johnson  

Private O.W. Hadley: Warren Oates  

Private Arthur Hadley: L.Q. Jones  

Private Jimmy Lee: John Davis Chandler  

Sergeant Gomez: Mario Adorf   

Private Aesop: Brock Peters  

Wiley the muleteer: Slim Pickens  

Priam the horse thief: Dub Taylor  

Riago the Apache scout: José Carlos Ruiz  

The French Colonel: Albert Carrier  

Captain Frank Waller: Karl Swenson  

The Doctor in Durango: Enrique Lucero  

The singer in Durango: Aurora Clavel  

Linda the lover of Bugler Ryan: Begoña Palacios  
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The Cast in Pictures  

 

Charleton Heston as Major Dundee. L.Q. Jones called Heston a poser but the 

character certainly was, suggesting the fakery behind the iron man. The actor was 

playing a character who had been playing Iron John for so long it was part of him 

ï until too many things went wrong 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCISU5ojslsgCFcLZpgodlMMLVA&url=http://www.onesixthwarriors.com/forum/sixth-scale-action-figure-news-reviews-discussion/722982-charlton-heston-major-dundee.html&psig=AFQjCNEP9gDio1Znn0d8vePfM4rm-jENjA&ust=1443429676023471
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Richard Harris as Captain Ben Tyreen. Despite rivalries during filming in 1964 

Heston later praised Harris in this role for perfect casting. He was right. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDIhdasmMgCFdEajgodfjkMrQ&url=http://grabpage.info/t/www.bing.com:80/images/search?q%3DRichard%2BHarris%2BMajor%2BDundee%2B1965%26FORM%3DRESTAB&psig=AFQjCNEfFAiKfy2IJMDjfwpbCPoIvGUc3A&ust=1443481735977272
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Michael Anderson Junior as Bugler Tim Ryan, the narrator.  

 

James Coburn as Lieutenant of Scouts Samuel Potts 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMbYjO7qlsgCFWcWpgodG0EFJw&url=http://www.cinemarx.ro/filme/poze/Major-Dundee-Maiorul-Dundee-662,694395,big.html&psig=AFQjCNEP9gDio1Znn0d8vePfM4rm-jENjA&ust=1443429676023471
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                              Jim Hutton as Lieutenant Grahame  

 

 

 

  

  Ben Johnson as Sergeant Chillum 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMv1yuWXmMgCFQtWjgodoB0FBg&url=http://fotora.net/explore/?list%3Dimages%26sort%3Ddate_asc%26page%3D156&psig=AFQjCNEaJL8YIUsYmv4MVD_pGjwYVgfN_A&ust=1443475459766506
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKmVuMHplsgCFQQ2pgodh5MHWw&url=http://www.aveleyman.com/ActorCredit.aspx?ActorID%3D8821&psig=AFQjCNEP9gDio1Znn0d8vePfM4rm-jENjA&ust=1443429676023471
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                          Santa Berger as Teresa Santiago 

 

                      

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMit6ojqlsgCFQKtpgodk78GJA&url=http://thegreatwesternmovies.com/lists/&psig=AFQjCNEP9gDio1Znn0d8vePfM4rm-jENjA&ust=1443429676023471
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   L.Q. Jones as Private Arthur Hadley.  

   Mario Adorf as Sergeant Gomez 

         

 

                                                                                          
  Karl Swenson as Captain Waller 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKa5xrGxmMgCFcUJjgodVbsF6g&url=http://www.aveleyman.com/ActorCredit.aspx?ActorID%3D8931&psig=AFQjCNFQJaLuNq_u4FwDJI8oYAfc1OcAWA&ust=1443482850062668
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNPQwI-gmMgCFc6PjgodSNIMSg&url=http://www.aveleyman.com/ActorCredit.aspx?ActorID%3D102&psig=AFQjCNEaJL8YIUsYmv4MVD_pGjwYVgfN_A&ust=1443475459766506
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO-01IK_xcgCFQUfjgoddRsL8Q&url=http://www.49lou.com/thread-35663-1-1.html&psig=AFQjCNHHm49MoRnuxzLLo4CeMGp3dxBmIw&ust=1445031793698624
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   Dub Taylor as Priam 

                           Brock Peters as Aesop                                                       

        

               John Chandler Davis as Jimmy Lee 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOu3gsTrlsgCFYWDpgodmZAHjw&url=http://www.aveleyman.com/ActorCredit.aspx?ActorID%3D16913&psig=AFQjCNEP9gDio1Znn0d8vePfM4rm-jENjA&ust=1443429676023471
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKWf6K3VmMgCFUdwjgodmg4L0g&url=http://www.aveleyman.com/ActorCredit.aspx?ActorID%3D13700&psig=AFQjCNFoVgm3eaE3ll64EXUxfgj2vaeAjg&ust=1443493153856869
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI788dqWmMgCFU6RjgodWgAPtQ&url=http://movie-dude.co.uk/John Davis Chandler.htm&psig=AFQjCNEaJL8YIUsYmv4MVD_pGjwYVgfN_A&ust=1443475459766506
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                    R.G. Armstrong as Reverend Dahlstrom 

       Warren Oates as O.W. Hadley  

        Michael Pate as Sierra Charriba.  

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMrpsNqQocgCFQSQjgodmDAGeg&url=http://westernboothill.blogspot.com/2012/07/rip-rg-armstrong.html&psig=AFQjCNFDOnN4qaHWf87eFiOMymJGSCtZcA&ust=1443783745533548
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIbQuLSMocgCFQtUjgodYbAFWw&url=http://movie-dude.co.uk/Warren Oates.htm&psig=AFQjCNEMBLknr3AMOXfMHy4qnp429MAH_A&ust=1443782766731916
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIKxhZO0mMgCFYMEjgodh1UDyw&url=http://www.aveleyman.com/ActorCredit.aspx?ActorID%3D13472&psig=AFQjCNFQJaLuNq_u4FwDJI8oYAfc1OcAWA&ust=1443482850062668
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      Slim Pickens as Wiley                        Aurora Clavel as the singer in Durango  

 

          

     Jose Carlos Ruiz as Riago              Enrique Lucero as the Doctor in Durango  

 Begoña Palacios as Linda  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPytvPawmMgCFcJYjgodLJsG1Q&url=http://movie-dude.co.uk/Slim Pickens.htm&psig=AFQjCNFQJaLuNq_u4FwDJI8oYAfc1OcAWA&ust=1443482850062668
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKX_7rWzxcgCFQNLjgod73IN1Q&url=http://shangols.canalblog.com/archives/2014/11/05/30888407.html&bvm=bv.105039540,d.c2E&psig=AFQjCNHj7ztZqlJSFhiqynci0igL8G86zw&ust=1445030190452942
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNfTovrBmMgCFdQIjgodyNYDLg&url=http://avxhome.se/video/genre/Western/Major_Dundee.html&psig=AFQjCNFQJaLuNq_u4FwDJI8oYAfc1OcAWA&ust=1443482850062668
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNTHrKurxcgCFY0fjgodaqsFEw&url=http://www.aveleyman.com/ActorCredit.aspx?ActorID%3D10653&psig=AFQjCNEl8YWGWTO1x6Q-0dIhSw5mxKo3pw&ust=1445025395334503
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPLV9-GSocgCFYJTjgodFxABeA&url=http://www.aveleyman.com/FilmCredit.aspx?FilmID%3D11893&psig=AFQjCNFNlJN26zra5IjpIBqBCP6gYYMqdw&ust=1443784529978950
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The Story   

Sierra Charriba and his Apaches wipe out a Union company and several civilians 

in New Mexico in late 1864. The nearest Union commander, Major Amos Dundee, 

runs a prison camp holding Confederate prisoners, renegades and criminals. He 

determines on chasing the Apaches and destroying them, while rescuing the boys 

they have kidnapped. Faced with manpower shortages he can only take ten Union 

guards, so he recruits among the civilians and amongst the Confederates. The latter 

are led by his onetime friend and former fellow officer Captain Ben Tyreen. 

Hostility already clearly exists between the two men. As an officer Tyreen had 

fought a duel and at his trial Dundee had cast the deciding vote that got him 

cashiered. In their Civil War situation each sees the other as a traitor and a fake.  

Dundee has sentenced Tyreen and four other Confederates (Sergeant Chillum, the 

Hadley brothers and Jimmy Lee) to execution for the murder of a guard in their 

escape attempt, but offers them a pardon if they volunteer for the mission. Like the 

six black Unionist troops tired of being reduced to wardenôs duties, they volunteer, 

as do other Confederates. Within his own forces Dundee has to cope with 

Lieutenant Grahame, a bumbling greenhorn second in command, Tyreen, who 

never loses an opportunity to vex him and who tells him to his face that he will kill 

him once ñthe Apache are taken and destroyedò and an undisciplined, divided 

force. The harsh desert terrain, the Civil War in Mexico and finally the Apaches 

are further factors in making this the mission from hell.  

This motley force of around fifty or sixty follow their scouts, Samuel Potts and two 

Apaches on the path of the Sierra Charribaôs war band, which leads them deep into 

war torn Mexico. Revolutionaries there struggle against an invading army from 

France. After finding and returning the three kidnapped children the expedition 

pursues the Apaches ï into an ambush. That leaves fourteen fatalities, destroyed 

supplies, exhausted horses and casualties to be treated. To replenish and rest 

Dundee must take a village occupied by the French. He does this, liberating the 

oppressed Mexicans and romancing a village widow, but he has made enemies of 

the French, who pursue him, while he pursues the Apaches with a feuding, weary 

group who he can just barely hold together as the search drags on without success. 

Then both success and danger rapidly come from an unexpected source from 

where they are least expectedé.  
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The Story Behind the film  

Few American films have had such a mixed reception as Major Dundee. When he 

saw it again on television decades later the lead Charleton Heston thought there 

was a great film there in the ruins. The director Sam Peckinpah disowned the end 

product. He was upset over the editing, producerôs interference, the replacement of 

Lucien Ballard, his favoured cinematographer, studio reshaping, the added 

soundtrack and the budget cuts. Jerry Breslin was the appointed producer. He had 

made successful films ï mainly for the surfie teen market. His extremely 

wholesome, innocent, brief, low budget comic Gidget movies were as far away 

from Peckinpahôs outlook and intentions as it was possible to get in cinematic 

terms. There could be no shared vision of what the film should be. Breslin has 

often been unfairly blamed for the problems with the end product, but he did fight 

against many of the cuts the studio enforced and he was not responsible for the pile 

up of problems that began before film started. 

The film was released in various lengths in different parts of the world. Most were 

around 113 minutes, nearly forty minutes less than Peckinpahôs cuts of 152/156 

minutes. Even all of those versions were reluctantly cut down from over three 

hours. Some critics said that even the shortest version of the film was too long, 

others stated the opposite.  

Apart from questions concerning shortened versions wrecking artistry and depth, 

those arguing that it was too short had the better argument because the shortened 

versions had several holes and gaps in the story. The most common and obvious 

gap takes the form of characters just vanishing out of sight. Wiley and Priam, 

characters who get an introduction in the recruiting scenes that obviously suggests 

that they will have important character roles, are present for two hours in little 

more than extraôs roles. At the final battle a long shot shows someone who might 

be Priam wounded by a shot in the back. Are the audience meant to presume that 

they are killed? When Aesop, enters the film, he also seems set up for an important 

part. He does get another important scene which suggests that his group of Black 

volunteers are going to play an important part in the film, but they do not. Aesop 

also appears as little more than an extra. These are all examples that look like 

editing out and there are many others. One of the most important omissions 

concerns the Apache scouts.  

In one of the 1965 cinematic releases (the 113 minute version) and a later video 

version, both the Apache scouts just arenôt there suddenly, although they are 
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important characters. One of these scouts is shown being killed in the restored 

version. Several comments in the narration concern the questionable loyalty of 

Riago, and two longish scenes, one played between Dundee, Riago and Potts and 

the other by the two whites, focuses on that question. Dundee makes his suspicions 

clear and Potts expresses belief in his scout. Riago affirms his Christian god and 

his good loyalty, while wearing a prominent cross in one version. In the not so cut 

versions a sad and repentant Ryan narrates that Riago proved his goodness, while 

the camera shows us his body in a long shot ï crucified. The symbolism is of 

course obvious, but it is also making several points. Obviously one point is the 

failure of Christian goodness in the harsh world Peckinpah depicts. Reverend 

Dahlstom, who embodies sincerity and decency, also shows this. He alone saves 

Aesop when Confederate soldier Jimmy Lee threatens him and he obviously 

appears as out of place in the company and the savage world they traverse. With 

this crucifixion scene Peckinpah makes other points, about men, about 

unrecognised goodness. In another version included on the 2005 DVD, more points 

are made about choices and about Dundeeôs personality and fallibility. The 

crucifixion scene shows him to be not always astute, which makes him human and 

therefore believable; instead of the superhero, the always right officer so beloved 

of Hollywood. When Potts tells Dundee that he should be the one to cut Riago 

down and this happens with Ryanôs regretful narration, that point is being made. 

This is another of the filmôs powerful points lost to editing.  

Similarly through most of the edited down movie Dundee is Iron John, never 

compromising because he is always right, but in a lost scene when the 

Confederates, volunteering to fight the Apache, refuse to wear Union uniforms, he 

realizes he cannot win and compromises. He also appears inept at riding one of 

Wileyôs bucking mules, another scene lost. These scenes, like the included 

Christmas Eve ambush, put a whole different perspective on his character and 

makes his later errors not so much the fault of the situations he is in, but errors of 

judgement. He is not God or a cardboard superhero.  

Another edited out scene (not restored until 2005) that reveals much is Ben 

Tyreenôs first appearance where he is caught trying to escape, shows a resourceful, 

slippery, egotistical character, with something of a raffish centre stage actor about 

him, as his body language, manner, his set speech, his plumed slouch hat and his 

dashing Confederate uniform all suggest. When first caught his surprised face 

bursts into a mischievous smile and as with his exclamation of ñAmos!ò this 

response is that of a naughty child being caught. As this scene strongly suggests, 



17 
 

more obviously than later scenes, arrested development works as a key element in 

his character. Quick on his feet and with his tongue, an opportunist, he does not 

care that he has killed a guard in his escape attempt. He cheerfully takes centre 

stage to give Dundee a defiant speech refusing parole, a speech made for the large 

Confederate audience behind him, who cheer and whistle in response. His first 

scene establishes that he cannot to be trusted. The audience can see this for 

themselves here. When in a scene included in all the film versions Dundee says 

that Tyreen is a scoundrel continually going through phases he acts out and that he 

cannot to be trusted, this seems only his opinion. With the earlier scene we can see 

the truth of this and that Dundeeôs dislike has good reasons.  

 

Pekinpah and Berger on the set. They appear relaxed and affable here. 

Other restored scenes, although brief, are important. The fiesta in the village and 

the Christmas Eve wrestling scene, by both being longer, increase the filmôs much 

needed light moments. Without the contrast these give against the grimness of 

most of the story the film would be dreary. The deleted depictions of hanged 

Mexicans with the proclamation between them showed the French as hated tyrants 

and that supposedly civilized law can be savage. When Bugler Ryan, weeping, 

plays taps for the massacre victims as they are being buried, Dundee curtly glares 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIXhzvurx8gCFQQKjgod-FkLeA&url=http://thegreatwesternmovies.com/2014/12/01/lost-masterpieces/&psig=AFQjCNEBesdKi5-JjD-yB9LHjUQEiV6HWA&ust=1445096930986182
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and tells him to be quiet. This appears as ambivalent. Is Dundee hiding his 

sympathy and in effect telling Ryan to pull himself together ï or is he so hard that 

he cannot bear any sign of tenderness, sorrow or pain?  Or is he such a control 

freak that he cannot tolerate someone in his command doing something on their 

own initiative? Ryanôs tears are not just because people he does not know have 

died. One of the bodies depicted is Beth Rostes, a girl he was falling in love with in 

edited out scenes; another point lost.  

 Even the 130/136 minute version has editing that as with this example, disappoints 

when compared with memories of the version seen on the big screen in late 1965. 

The return of the deserter O.W. Hadley at the pool had the bubbling joyous sound 

of the waterfall ironically in the background. Humans were screwing up an 

innocent eden, a point weakened. The death scenes of Jimmy Lee and Reverend 

Dahlstrom were longer and clearer. The last scene where the survivors gather was 

also longer. It showed wounded Union extras, and two more Confederates bringing 

up the rear of the cavalcade as they leave the river and reach Texan soil. There 

were faces of all the weary, bloodied, gathered survivors in medium shots, 

including extras. This use of extras makes the scene more credible. Without it the 

audience must believe that in the expedition of around thirty who went into battle 

the only survivors were billed characters. In extended versions of this scene Potts 

had clearly had taken a bad chest wound. For perhaps a minute the exhausted 

survivors stare at each other pensively, before Dundee leads them on. The scene 

ended with Bugler Ryan narrating that they were riding into an uncertain future. 

Some of these aspects were kept in the shorter version and should have been left in 

the 130/136 minute versions. Without Ryanôs last comment and the shots showing 

the battered, bloodied, nearly exhausted survivors, this looks like the usual clichéd 

Western ending where the victorious Western hero rides off into the sunset. With 

these additions the meaning becomes the opposite and the cliché is subtly worked 

at for sardonic irony. 

Overdoing editing was only the biggest problem. The original soundtrack added 

after filming was condemned, particularly the song - or rather the rollicking, over-

polished obviously 1960s style way it was performed at the end. It could have 

worked at the Christmas Eve celebration if roughly done acoustically by Dundeeôs 

force after finding the children. It would have worked as a light way to appeal to 

Dundee by emphatically singing the chorus home! home! home! to return, now that 

the object of the expedition was complete. He could have then made his comment 

about Sierra Charriba returning to raid again unless they hunt him down.  
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Am I making an attempt to direct the film? Yes, but Major Dundee is a film 

virtually begging for that response.  

The idea of an individualistic genius being destroyed by the money hungry moguls 

of Hollywood is a familiar motif, one that has frequently been applied to 

Peckinpah and to this film in particular, but that idea has its limits. It was not only 

the studio who did so much that was wrong. Peckinpah was years ahead of his 

time, particularly in this film, including swearing obscenities and explicit, perhaps 

even gory violence filmed in slow motion. He must have known the studio bosses 

would cut such things out because of censorship and the rating problems it would 

cause. Peckinpahôs way of spending on his entertainments was virtually asking for 

a budget cut. In the same way his continually turning up on the set late or drunk 

may well have led to reducing the filmôs schedule by fifteen days, thereby putting 

on a timing pressure that led to rushed work. The fights starting at 11p.m.were also 

a problem probably contributing to a shorter schedule. 

The problems with rushing were obvious in the screenplay. Much could have and 

should have been corrected on even cursory re-readings. At the start we are told 

that Sierra Charriba terrorised an area three times the size of Texas. Look at a map; 

that means he terrorised from Mexico City to San Francisco and all points in 

between. To state the obvious anybody knows: this is a historic impossibility. And 

he did this with forty-seven warriors? How did they wipe out a fully armed 

company of cavalry and armed civilians? A credibility gap starts with that start. 

Bugler Ryan says clearly that he was the sole survivor of the Rostes massacre, but 

later we hear that Riago is under suspicion of being a spy because he survived that 

massacre. In a long scene Dundee goes through a list of possible officers to be 

second in command and everybody is away or sick. Yet at the Confederate trial a 

tableful of officers, not including Grahame, supposedly the only one on active 

service, are the judges. The Confederates are to be executed on a future date 

November sixth, not more than five days after Dundeeôs return from the massacre - 

and therefore very soon that long conversation between about absent officers. 

Wiley wears a heavy fur coat when the sun blazes which such ferocity that even 

Dundee joins the others in stripping off shirts, going down to long john tops as 

they sweat profusely. Priam initially appears as a civilian horse thief, but in some 

later shots he appears wearing a union jacket and cap or just a union cap. When did 

he enlist, or did he? When in the middle of a wilderness the wounded are being 

treated after the Christmas Day battle, buckets, bandages and stretchers are there in 
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profusion, but where did they come from? We saw the cavalcade leave the fort, but 

none of these things were evident and there was no wagon that could contain them.  

Somebody should have checked all these impossibilities and oversights. 

Peckinpah, (who started in Hollywood as a writer) started shooting with the 

screenplay one third unfinished, doing much of the rest himself during filming, 

which perhaps as much as over editing, explains many of the contradictions, 

implausibilities, holes, gaps and underused characters. That rushed screenplay 

reflected diverse desires. In In the Arena Heston stated that the studio wanted a 

cowboys verses Indian picture, he wanted a Civil War film and Peckinpah wanted 

The Wild Bunch. No one view prevailed. Rushing not only shows up in the 

screenplay, characterisations and the editing, but in continuity. In one shot cars can 

be seen in the distance, in another an explosion appears far from the battle, after it 

is over, after the cannon has been discarded. Heston has apparently changed 

serapes in scenes seconds apart. Peckinpah was no sloppy filmmaker when it came 

to continuity; he got the best known clothing manager to age and wear the castôs 

clothing with chronological exactitude and he watched for fine details. What he 

was was an overworked director trying to cope with budget cuts, sudden time 

limitations, worried studio executives and his own problems. All this did lead to a 

film that could have been better: it did lead to a frazzled and demoralised Heston. 

Already rushed for time, Peckinpah apparently fired fifteen cast members and then 

had to acquaint their replacements with how he wanted their tasks done. Peckinpah 

had a chance to caste Woody Strode. Strode was a charismatic character actor and 

very popular with audiences. He enhanced every movie he made. Peckinpah 

rejected him, apparently for the role of Sierra Charriba, saying to his face that he 

looked like a half-breed.  Stodeôs ancestry was African ïAmerican and Amerindian 

    

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMI79b8uOrIyAIVhI6OCh2gTAJ9&url=http://www.quotationof.com/sam-peckinpah.html&psig=AFQjCNGe76RLq1BxgCPvO9WjeK1pwGFxbA&ust=1445148130545338
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  Senta Berger during filming. The top photo shows how many on the  

  set felt. 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://imgc.allpostersimages.com/images/P-473-488-90/27/2781/K6OTD00Z/posters/bill-ray-austrian-actress-senta-berger-during-the-time-she-was-shooting-the-film-major-dundee.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Austrian-Actress-Senta-Berger-During-the-Time-She-Was-Shooting-the-Film-Major-Dundee-Posters_i3839578_.htm&h=354&w=473&tbnid=JhPMpXMfcV3p9M:&docid=o_uQjXYih-DDtM&ei=KGohVvjMIYycugSK7YXADQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CCgQMyglMCU4ZGoVChMI-IDl8PXHyAIVDI6OCh2KdgHY
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMj9nqP2x8gCFVGPjgodJokDlQ&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/252834966552071015/&psig=AFQjCNGhM1VSqH7eU7Fxy3_C9L9adb1lZg&ust=1445116463092040


22 
 

 

 

                

          Heston and Berger during filming of the love scene.  

Despite all these other problems editing seems to have caused more problems than 

anything else. The beginning was written differently. Initially the first shot was of 

Lieutenant Bannon and his party making for the Rostes ranch with Riago in chains. 

A Halloween party is on at the Rostes ranch. Bugler Ryan flirts with young Beth 

Rostes and gets his first kiss. As in many American films sexuality can never be 

innocent or sensual for long: violence and death are not far away.  Beth, several of 

the children and Apaches dress in sheets, pretending to be ghosts. Soon they are 

and will haunt the rest of the film. The massacre happens because when the 

Apaches attack many of the cavalrymen are drunk. Beth runs to reach Ryan who is 

on horseback, but gets two arrows in the back as she reaches him. It is unclear if 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIk_-FyKnHyAIVSiOOCh20EwfA&url=http://ilikethethingsilike.blogspot.com/2011_05_01_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNG_7OFPxNOKr9f1Z5GYlnHRgBHbkQ&ust=1445096354105237
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the party and the massacre footage which was scheduled for fifteen or twenty 

minutes of screen time still exists somewhere ï or if it ever did. In An April 2013 

Darren Gross interview on DVD Talk with Helen Samuels she recalled spending a 

day doing the scene and she believed it was filmed. Like her memories, the 

existence of a screenplay for the scenes and a boom for recording sound shown in 

one still suggests that this was so. In his journal from the filming on April 2nd 1964 

Heston wrote that this scene was filmed and then cut. While the best evidence 

clearly is on the side of filming, no conclusive proof for fil ming exists. The 

intended prologue would have explained much that at best, only half-emerged in 

the film. It sounds as if that first scene had the potential to be brilliant or corny, 

either deepening the subtext or going into heavy handed symbolism.  

Other deleted or unfilmed scenes probably worked to clarify, develop ensomble 

characters and deepen meaning and ambiguities. Peckinpah wisely had scenes (or 

intended to have scenes) showing more of the political complexities of Dundeeôs 

expedition being in Mexico ï and the danger this put him in with the American 

military. This would have deepened the suspense, increased a sense of historic 

reality, and by making Dundeeôs fate back in the USA uncertain, moved the film 

fiurther away from the predicatable happy ending where order is restored. Over 

two hours of footage (about half of what Peckinpah filmed) remains missing. In an 

attempt to indicate what has gone and what might have been, a section has been 

included in this reapprraisal.  

                      Heston and Peckinpah share coffees on the set.   

         

http://acertaincinema.com/?s=charlton+heston&submit=Search
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Peckinpah could both inspire and demoralise, clarify and confuse. 

The filming of Major Dundee in itself has all the needed ingredients for a 

Hollywood melodrama. It may yet be made into a movie. 

Setting: The hot, dusty, isolated desert set where crew members die of scorpion 

bites.  

Menace: Scorpions, maggots in the food, murderous thugs in sleazy bars, rich 

Hollywood executives wearing Italian suits and wraparound sunglasses arriving to 

cause trouble.  

Love Interest: The director marries the ingénue. Peckinpah married Begoña 

Palacios - three times. Obviously, despite rough patches, they lasted as a couple 

until his death, twenty years after Major Dundee. 

Protagonists1: Two macho superstars one for the Union, one for the Confederacy, 

are bitter rivals. One continually falls sick, the other fractures an elbow but 

conceals it to keep on filming. He nearly drowns in a stunt gone wrong.    

Protagonists 2: The pragmatic studio verses the director, who is brilliant, stubborn, 

envisioned, frequently drunk and totally abrasive and considered insane by many. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIiIPOp-jIyAIVzdSOCh1hwwjS&url=https://www.pinterest.com/kasidahb/sam-peckinpah/&psig=AFQjCNEOwlgz7eJIV9Nmw_iTYXV6V9Ga1A&ust=1445147557286009
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Protagonists 3: The Producer. Used to directing clean wholesome surfie movies, 

he has the power over the movie until it gets to the studio. Then unseen hands get 

it. 

Bizarre scene: Heston recalled that nobody told the villagers who lived in the 

remote area where the fiesta was set that they were making a movie. They thought 

that they were really being raided by banditos and responded accordingly.   

Problem: Everything is a problem. From the maggot infested food, to weather to 

scorpions, to egotistical quarrels, to the budget, to cutthroats amongst the locals, to 

sickness, to terrified local villagers, to producers of surfie movies, everything goes 

wrong. 

L.Q. Jones stated about the filming that he knew he was on a Peckinpah set when 

he found maggots in the food. The effect on team morale with the film crew and 

cast can be imagined. In Mike Siegelôs documentary Passion and Poetry- The 

Ballad of Sam Peckinpah all the interviewed survivors, Santa Berger, James 

Coburn, L.Q. Jones, R.G. Armstrong and the costumes manager, all separately 

describe Peckinpah as a formidable and an original talent, and as an extreme 

individualist. Heston said the same in his written accounts. Berger states that his 

violent macho image seemed overdrawn, and praises Peckinpahôs personal virtues, 

such as his manner with her. She gives the surprising example that he had a 

knowledge and liking of classical music. Coburn, Berger and others restated what 

Peckinpah stated, that he depicted violence so graphically to show how horrible it 

was and that if people saw it realistically depicted they would recoil from it. Four 

or five years after Major Dundee, Peckinpah was horrified to hear that an African 

Army was using his films to desensitise recruits to battlefield killings. Soon after 

hearing that he made the non-violent Westerns The Ballad of Cable Hogue (1970) 

and Junior Bonner (1972). Later he made Convoy (1978) which dealt with truckers 

battling the government with organisation and humour, not violence. All three 

films have a lyrical beauty to them, although other films he made, notably The 

Straw Dogs (1971,) Bring Me the Head of Alfredo Garcia (1974) and his last The 

Osterman Weekend (1984) would be lacking in that lyrical beauty but have 

massive amounts of violence ï and explicit sex. Interestingly most of those who 

decry violence in Peckinpahôs films say little about his other work. 

He emerges as a Jekyll and Hyde character with an erratic talent. After praising his 

virtues Berger described him as a madman in some ways. Coburn said he was a 

genius for three hours a day and would then find a bottle. Adjectives such as 
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paranoid, volatile, unreliable, erratic, megalomaniac, strange, drunken, unkempt 

and schizophrenic are also used by others. Several of them use the same adjectives, 

independently. Many also involved in Major Dundee describe how his 

eccentricities, his distasteful and alienating behaviour and how his erratic 

temperament often made for a film making nightmare. In her 2004 memoirs Tis 

Herself Maureen OôHara described a similar situation on the set of his first film 

The Deadly Companions made in 1961, although she questioned his reputation for 

being a genius. In his memoirs Charleton Heston tells a similar story - and others. 

He recounts how he finally lost his temper with Peckinpahôs muddled orders and 

abuse and on horseback charged him with a sword. A terrified Peckinpah saved 

himself by frantically raising the crane he was in. He became polite after that 

incident. L.Q. Jones and others present also corroborate this story. In sixty years in 

the world of entertainment, Heston, the most level headed, courteous and 

professional of Hollywood stars, had never behaved like this before and never 

would again. L.Q. Jones also recounts another story which shows how Peckinpah 

was something less than courageous. After taking Ben Johnson and Jones to a 

squalid bar filled with dangerous characters Peckinpah spat in the bartenderôs face 

while abusing him and his beer. When fighting started and Jones and Johnson were 

standing back to back fighting off desperadoes attacking them with knives and 

broken bottles, the great depicter of macho male courage and male bonding left 

them. He fled in the car.  

One problem that Peckinpah did not cause and which eventually became an asset 

was the rivalry between Harris and Heston. Santa Berger rightly recalled the 

childishness of it as Harris used built up shoes to make himself taller than Heston, 

who then responded with higher boots ï and so on. It sounds like good humoured 

fun ï when recounted in writing. Bergerôs on screen narration did not sound funny. 

The clock joke does. Harris stated that Heston had been in biblical movies for so 

long that he thought he was godlike and his reliably punctual arrival on the set was 

worth satirising. Harris sat waiting on set with a large alarm clock around his neck 

and at Hestonôs arrival the clock went off. In another incident (or version?) a great 

many alarm clocks were placed around Hestonôs caravan, set to start time. In his 

1995 memoirs Heston paid tribute to Harrisôs acting, but in his journals written 

during filming he records that Harris had a way of messing things up and that he 

was frequently sick. This may have much to do with the terrible food on the set, 

which both L.Q. Jones and Heston separately described as memorably awful. It 

may have much to do with Harrisôs health. Despite his muscular appearance and 
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frequent action roles, Harris had many health problems throughout his life, 

including tuberculosis, low blood pressure and Hodgins disease. Despite problems, 

Harris gave a great performance. This real life rivalry between the two men 

worked well for the film as the two men played hostile rivals. The assorted 

rivalries, tensions and tough conditions ultimately became a subtext that worked in 

the filmôs favour as it was about a group facing rivalries, tensions and tough 

conditions. As Katherine Hepburn remarked about movies in general, a movie can 

be wrecked when everybody gets on well and has a good time. That was one of the 

very few problems not faced by everyone connected with the making of Major 

Dundee.  

The film as initially shown was flawed, not wrecked. The 2005 dvd version 

improved many aspects but the great film that could have been may still be in dust 

covered casings somewhere. 

     *  

    

This photograph shows that strife and vexation were not the full story on the set. 

This may be Helen Samuelsôs birthday party. Note the sabre used to cut the cake.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNyPsLKansgCFdAbjgod31ECIg&url=http://www.fistful-of-leone.com/forums/index.php?action%3Dprintpage;topic%3D1780.0&psig=AFQjCNHOSxEbKWIfu8C1TtsMFniE_FEkcg&ust=1443683438213165
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                        Sam Peckinpah on the set of Major Dundee 

  Filming the Christmas Day battle. The dolly is under water.  

              

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOng08_WxcgCFYYGjgodjMEFsQ&url=http://thegreatwesternmovies.com/2014/12/01/lost-masterpieces/&psig=AFQjCNFbhjib5Xz1Am4w4_5s6Fuc6g89RQ&ust=1445039628580044
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO-Q8NShx8gCFQtXjgodfN4L8Q&url=http://www.dvdbeaver.com/film/DVDReviews17/major_dundee_dvd_review.htm&psig=AFQjCNHYLaC4sZEelKsEPyJBR3BNIEQOng&ust=1445093770946851
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                                         Sam Peckinpah 1925-1984.    

                                 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLTbjbiqqcgCFc1Tjgod6mwLXQ&url=http://collections.oscars.org/link/papers/91&psig=AFQjCNGc5jsqBr2TFszuTr0FRQE_sUKzBA&ust=1444065669747578
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 The  Story in stills from the Film  

 

 

The opening shot after the narration. The civilized and orderly world of a journal 

bursts into flame and the destruction, ferocity and chaos that comes with fire 

emerges with the Apaches.  

 

Sierra Charriba taunts Brannon as he is about to torture him at the massacre. 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI_s76fWmMgCFUdQjgodiPwN4w&url=http://stagevu.com/video/cmhucejnfohy&psig=AFQjCNFoVgm3eaE3ll64EXUxfgj2vaeAjg&ust=1443493153856869
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJbfzKf-qcgCFUQjjgodwmoDXQ&url=http://www.dvdclassik.com/critique/major-dundee-peckinpah&psig=AFQjCNFHVQ6C0m1J-vdz2nr2_ComcGgQzA&ust=1444088236779130
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Dundee and Potts arrive at the scene of the massacre. (above and next)           

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMI25vY9fTHyAIVRgSOCh0H9wbl&url=http://stagevu.com/video/saajcgcuoqmh&psig=AFQjCNFKbp-zYFGjuGjLkaq5Zo9HwUv4_w&ust=1445116582504254
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCP3wze-PyMgCFQ4ajgodfqAMVw&url=http://www.jonathanrosenbaum.net/2005/05/major-dundee/&psig=AFQjCNGhM1VSqH7eU7Fxy3_C9L9adb1lZg&ust=1445116463092040
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKneuIefqsgCFQYFjgod7ZoKYQ&url=http://majordundee.blogspot.com/2013/06/major-dundee-blu-ray-screen-caps.html&psig=AFQjCNGoD_PKBT12UGG55H3Cv_LKez-NtQ&ust=1444097078757226
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Dundee, Potts Gomez and Ryan find the body of Captain Bannon in the Rostes 

Ranch. 

 

 

The blonde woman in the white dress was Bugler Ryanôs love interest and the way 

she is being buried here is a callous contrast to the deleted love scene. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIeHpfb6osgCFQawlAodolMOVw&url=http://majordundee.blogspot.com/2013/06/major-dundee-blu-ray-screen-caps.html&psig=AFQjCNGYtKYmI6YT9cf9OfQc6OSFvAOz6A&ust=1443845708323645
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJ3y5dOXqsgCFYMEjgodvwQCXg&url=http://www.dvdclassik.com/critique/major-dundee-peckinpah&psig=AFQjCNHkO47aBx_O37rDlBlzNx_qOarVow&ust=1444095030349956
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  Tyreen is enchained, but still motivated by hatred. 

                

                

 

 
Dundee intimidates the assembled and near mutinous prisoners, who have been 

stirred up by Tyreenôs defiant speech. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPuQzPCsxcgCFREFjgodwHsDYA&url=http://www.themoviescene.co.uk/reviews/major-dundee/major-dundee.html&psig=AFQjCNEl8YWGWTO1x6Q-0dIhSw5mxKo3pw&ust=1445025395334503
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMImNP17pbLyAIVwnCOCh1xfQHS&url=http://misterneil.blogspot.com/2009/12/major-dundee.html&psig=AFQjCNEQRYFt5wWc9MmLNJY_dUQZ5MAmxA&ust=1445228774286305
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPj2ktPQpcgCFYVwjgodo9sIXg&url=http://www.ferdyonfilms.com/2015/major-dundee-1965/23991/&psig=AFQjCNHRLBwqOekjyAbItVh6D8bg2LXiBw&ust=1443938520391338
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The trial scene where the five confederates are condemned to death.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCISN6J--xcgCFY2QjgodAAwPNA&url=http://silverscreenoasis.com/oasis3/viewtopic.php?t%3D3945%26start%3D1020&psig=AFQjCNHHm49MoRnuxzLLo4CeMGp3dxBmIw&ust=1445031793698624
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO2Qj97ExcgCFY8ZjgodA2oImA&url=http://cinetropolis.net/reappreciation-society-major-dundee-1965-the-proto-peckinpah-western/&bvm=bv.105039540,d.c2E&psig=AFQjCNGUco4EOoFEbyjpTRT4m-EKILZraA&ust=1445034861924130
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Dundeeôs second in command, Captain Waller, disagrees with the planned 

expedition, warning Dundee that he could be shot. 

 

The only officer Dundee can find to be his second in command is Lieutenant 

Grahame. This still shows Dundee assessing him and Grahame being pompous, 

officious, naïve and obedient.   

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKXWjLy5ysgCFZAdjgodMOgCag&url=http://www.ahashare.com/torrents-details.php?id%3D333722&psig=AFQjCNE-O-e4tKe7fvjTLYGTW1WPFxM3VA&ust=1445203634566958
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJKRtOr80cgCFWMdpgodJYIFgA&url=http://www.quizz.biz/quizz-688483.html&psig=AFQjCNET4GK7vb76O_fjVz81XRbQo8m4Nw&ust=1445461863991145
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Dundeeôs arrogance and Grahameôs ineptitude are evident in their body language.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant Gomez appears as clearly not impressed with the quality of recruits for 

the mission 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIuLaDhLrKyAIVxwOOCh1WdAJg&url=http://www.ulozto.net/xvgRG2EG/major-dundee-cz-dabing-western-usa-1965-filmy-site88-net-pres-multiload-cz-avi&psig=AFQjCNF_41ebjR7vPdp2qIiBGPSVukBRNA&ust=1445203854096381
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMI_e_a1ubQyAIVw9umCh2Nagh-&url=http://myfavoritewesterns.com/2014/10/05/a-small-fraternity-part-1/&psig=AFQjCNHjQ1CUP4dt6SX9uLw8VmDdnOeBBg&ust=1445421997068746
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Dundee and Tyreen negotiate how the Confederates will serve on the expedition. 

Dundee starts negotiations off with a punch in the face to a man who being 

enchained, cannot punch back. 

 

 

Pekinpah did not shirk from depicting the sordid realities of the West, or of 

America during the Civil War. One of the warôs worst aspects was the crowded, 

filthy prison camps both sides maintained. 
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http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLvSi5CJocgCFVMbjgod51oLoA&url=http://worldscinema.org/2012/03/sam-peckinpah-major-dundee-1965/&psig=AFQjCNFBZUrM_BBIUWrM0a7_QLqBgttUOg&ust=1443781457980940
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Tyreen leads the Confederates in defiantly singing óDixieô as they leave the fort to 

hunt the Apache. The Union troops return the challenge with their battle hymn and 

the civilians in the rear give their rendition of óMy Darling Clementine.ô 
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The purloined cannon ends up carried in parts by Wileyôs donkeys. It turns out to 

be useful. 

 

The Confederatesô resentment at being under Union command becomes evident in 

facial expressions and body language here. 
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When Jimmy Lee orders Aesop to pull off his boots to teach him who is boss this 

rapidly develops into a standoff between the Union and Confederate segments. 

Reverend Dahlstrom and Tyreen stop it. 
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The Christmas Eve wrestling match. A humorous moment before the ambush. 

 

 

 

On Christmas Eve the kidnapped boys are returned. Dundee barely notices them. 
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The Christmas Day battle. Note the amount of blood in the water. This battle took 

two weeks to prepare and shoot. 

 

 

After the battle. The dead are to be buried and the wounded need help. 
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The funeral of the fourteen men killed in the Christmas Eve ambush. Reverend 

Dahlstrom leads the men in singing óShall We Gather at the Riverô until sullen 

Dundee turns up with a shovel and ignoring the service, starts tossing earth on 

them as if they were garbage. The mourners stop singing and start staring as this 

still shows.  
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The next four shots show the expedition arriving in the village, bombarding the 

French fort and taking their surrender. 
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Dundee and Teresa first meet while he supervises the taking down of hanged 

Mexicans. 
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Tending the wounded. 
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47 
 

 

Ryan gets his wound in the arse tended by Dub Taylor and the future Mrs 

Peckinpah. The partial site of a posterior caused nervous titters in the audiences in 

1965. 

 

 

The fiesta. Tyreen has discarded his Confederate coat for one he calls the spoils of 

war. Like the cummerbund, this shows him moving away from his Confederate 

persona into that of a gringo adventurer. Dundee is also moving away from his 

persona as an officer. Ryan is taking a lover, played by Begoña Palacios. She met 

Sam Peckinpah on the set. They would marry soon after.

http://xrutor.ru/torrent/229440/major-dandi_major-dundee-1964-dvdrip-ot-exkinoray/
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Always inept, but always a tryer, Lieutenant Grahame dances with Teresa.  

 

 

 

Dundee as the conquering hero. Unable to relax, he does not join in the fiesta, but 

observes it. Or is his unease, so obvious in this scene his stance, because he knows 

that he will not defend the village when the French return? Is Tyreen going into his 

stage act cavalier because he suspects? Or because he is briefly trying to get along 

with his one-time friend? 
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Tyreen is also attracted to Teresa and tidies himself up, but his facial expression I 

this still shows why she would prefer Dundee. 

 

 

Romance blooms, the point of view is from Dundee, that is his shoulder. 
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Tyreen abuses Dundee as not a real officer, but who likes more of a poseur? 

  

 

Sometimes Tyreen seems real, as in this moment.  
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When Sergeant Gomez brings O.W.Hadley back from attempting desertion, 

Dundee insists that he be knocked off his horse so that he will not have to look up 

at him. 

In the scene below where O.W. Hadley begs for his life and Tyreen knows that 

Dundee will execute him. Realizing that his pleading will have no effect and that he 

will be shot for desertion, O.W. Hadley becomes defiant and abusive.  
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Another Union-Confederate stand off develops when Dundee decides to shoot 

Hadley for desertion. 
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53 
 

 

The lovemaking scene was rather daring for 1965. Heston and Berger do not seem 

to be wearing the flesh coloured body stockings usually used in Hollywood films 

involving nudity. 

 

 

The lovemaking ends, Teresa and Dundee start to dress and the punishment for 

sexual involvement starts with an arrow in the leg.  
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Wounded, Dundee is taken to a doctor in Durango. 

The point of view shot here is Teresaôs. That is her shoulder far left She has just 

come to see if he is recovering from his wound and finds him with his new love 

interest.  
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When he realises he is losing Teresa suddenly Dundee reveals that he can be 

vulnerable. This is one of the few shots were Dundee looks anything less than 

tough. He becomes very vulnerable, going on a drunk which leaves him literally in 

the gutter.  
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Here Tyreen tells Dundee that he has sunk so low that he is not worth killing. That 

abuse gets him on the road to recovery. 

 

Realising that Dundee is going to pieces, Tyreen gives him another verbal 

savaging and gets the same back. 
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Dundee, Riago and Potts argue about Riagoôs loyalty.  

 

 
The expeditionôs leaders confer and decide to chase Sierra Charriba no further, 

but to set up an ambush. 
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Dundeeôs punishment for disbelief in Riago is to cut Riago down. 

 

 

The three most important men in the pursuing expedition pensively consider 

possibilities. 
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The last Apache attack, which results in their destruction. This is actually one of 

the lightest and clearest amongst Peckinpahôs dark night scenes.  

 

 
The morning after the final Apache attack. One French company blocks access 

across the ford back to Texas while others approach from Mexico. 
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Dundeeôs command bombards, then attacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing for the charge at the river   

 

\ 
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The French commander leads their charge.  

 

 
Tyreen in the midst of the fight 
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Scenes from the battle on the Rio Grande  

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIn8zIbNxcgCFUdUjgodw1IEMQ&url=http://www.datator.cz/soubor-ke-stazeni-major-dundee-cz-avi-175163.html&psig=AFQjCNHjP1upRcOLK7xhZvSyAuLe-CwOxQ&ust=1445035517046110
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOHNg6_YmMgCFdGPjgodo4gI1A&url=http://www.imfdb.org/wiki/Ben_Johnson&psig=AFQjCNFoVgm3eaE3ll64EXUxfgj2vaeAjg&ust=1443493153856869


63 
 

 

With stunts like this, it is unsurprising that Heston nearly drowned when his horse 

rolled. 

 

 

  

How many soldiers take fatal wounds with a smile? Or has Tyreenôs role of the 

cavalier devoured his sense of reality? 
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    Dundee and Tyreen, friends again at last for a minute 

 

 

The survivors gather. Potts survived but is out of the shot. Note the few extras 

placed at the back. Dundee rides off in a stance that says a lot. 
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 Dundee in character 
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Early film posters. The Hispanic title is óSierra Charribaô Why a dog in the video? 
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Above: One of the original 1965 posters. Below: The Blue Ray edition poster  
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Peckinpahõs Lyric Quality  

Peckinpahôs ability to use landscape in mise en scene has often been overlooked. 

As in these photographs, he frequently uses landscape for its lyrical qualities, to 

suggest life could be more beautiful. He also uses it to dwarf his protagonists, 

suggesting that they are less than the world around them, a violent and competitive 

species in the natural world.  
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What is Missing: Piercing T ogether the P ieces  

   

Several people have searched for the missing film without success. Information, 

stills and some scenes have been found in places as far away as Hollywood, 

Finland and England. The above still is from the prologue where a romance starts 

just before the Apaches attack. Note the boom at Ryanôs feet. While the film of the 

prologue may no longer exist, Hestonôs journal entry, this still, the still existent 

screenplay, the fact that a dayôs shooting was spent on this prologue and the shot 

below (which was in the film) all suggest it was filmed.  
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This still looks like Sergeant Chillum shares a laugh with the black contingent. The 

Mexican flag and the decorated roof in the background shows that this scene is set 

in the village. This contingent get little notice in the film. Below With Samuel Potts 

and Reverend Dahlstrom in the background, O.W. Hadley has said something to 

amuse Private Aesop.  

 

 

These two stills suggest Peckinpah intended to address the question of race in the 

Civil War, or at least to show the Confederates and Union blacks amiably co-

existing at times. One included scene that exists in all versions, when Tyreen 

compliments Aesop on the Rio Grande crossing supports this idea. The 
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prominence of Brock Peters in posters and cast lists, as well as his introductory 

scene, suggests that he had a much more prominent role than what we can see. 

Tyreen looks like he will be hanged prematurely in his capture scene. This is 

probably a publicity still or part of a studio archive: it clearly a day shoot that has 

not yet been made night.   
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Gomez and Potts (?) are definitely out of character here. Is this on set clowning or 

an unknown scene?  More such lighter moments would not have hurt the film.      

Heston posing for the mule riding scene which would be done by a stuntman. 
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This lobby card shows another scene not in the film. The Mexican hats suggests it 

is set after the village is captured. 

 

Is this the beginning of the Christmas Eve wrestling scene?  In the film these pair  

wrestling has been going on for some time before we see it in the DVD version. 

Note that Priam, who enlisted as a horsethief, now wears a Union cap. He later 

appears in uniform. Is his enlistment missing or is this just more mistakes in 

continuity? 
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