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Major DundeeProduced bylerry BreslerDirected by Sam Peckinpah. Screenplay
by Harvey Julian Fink, Sam PeckinpahdOscar SaulDevelopedifom a story by
Fink. Photography bysam Leawt. Production Design by Alfred Ybarr&diting

by William Lyon, Dan Starling and Howard KuniMusic by Christopher

Callienda (2005 versionA Columbia Pictures Productio@riginal Release:
March1965. Restored DVD version released 2090 rating. Lenth: the restored
DVD version is BOminuteswithout a commentaryl13 minutes for theriginal

U.S. theatrical release. 126 minut@snorein some localesA 278 minute
unreleasedersionwas made. lie unfoundlirectos cutis 152156 minutes This
DVD version also contairan optionalcommentary witte x pert s on PecKki
work, a short documentary about the stamda 20 minute excerpt from Mike

S i e gPadsiénsaand PoetryThe Ballad of Sam Peckinpahhis excerpt deals

with the making of the filmlt contains filming footage and later interviews with
somesurviving cast memberg****** 8504
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Introduction and Dedication

Major Dundee is one of those potentially great Hollywood films that almost
everyone regrets was not the success it should have been. It was thadenat of
the classic studio system and the story of its making reveals tmaicivas wrong
with that systenandwith the censorship of the time

Hopefully this book will serve as more than just a tribute to the film and to those
connected with it. Thibook just might inspire somebody to find the missing full
version.

Dedicated to those who made Major Dundee



The Cast

Major Amos DundeeCharlton Heston
Captain Ben TyreerRichard Harris
Scout Samuel Pottdames Coburn
Bugler Tim Ryan Michael Anderson Junior
Teresa SantiagdSanta Berger
Lieutenant Grahamelim Hutton
Reverend DahlstronR.G. Armstrong
Sierra Charriba Michael Pate

Sergeant ChillumBen Johnson

Private O.W. Hadley Warren Oates
Private Arthur Hadley L.Q. Jones
Private Jimmy LeeJohn Davis Chandler
Sergeant GomeMario Adorf

Private Aesop Brock Peters

Wiley the muleteerSlim Pickens

Priam the horse thieDub Taylor

Riago the Apache scouloséCarlos Ruiz
The French ColonelAlbert Carrier
Captain Frark Waller. Karl Swenson
The Doctor in DurangoEnrique Lucero
The singer in DurangAurora Clavel
Linda the lover of Bugler RyaBegoiia Palacios



The Cast in Pictures

Charleton Heston as Major Dundee Q. Jones called Heston a poser but the
character certainly was, suggesting the fakery behind the iron man. The actor was
playing a character who had been playing Iron John for so long it was part of him
i until too many things went wrong
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Richard Harris as Captain Ben Tyredbespite rivalries dung filming in 1964
Heston later praised Harris in this role for perfect casting. He was right.
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Michael Anderson Junior as Bugléim Ryan the narrator

James Coburn asieutenant oScous Samuel Potts

o
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Jim Hutton as leutenant Grahame

Ben Johnson as Sergeant Chillum
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SantaBerger asTeresa Santiago
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L.Q. Jones as Private Arthur Hadley

Mario Adorf as Sergeant Gomez

Karl Swenson as Captain Waller
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Dub Taylor as Priam

Brock Peters agesop

John Chandler Davis as Jimmy Lee
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R.G.Armstrong as BverendDahlstrom

Warren Oates as O.W. Hadley

Michael Pate as Sierr&harriba.
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Slim Pickens as Wiley Aurora Clavel aghe singer in Durango

Jose Carlos Ruiz as Riago Enrique Lucero aghe Doctor in Durango

Begofa PalacioasLinda
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The Story

Sierra Charriband his Apaches wipe out a Union compang aeveral civilians

in New Mexico in late 1864. The nearest Union commander, Majaos Dundeeg

runs a prison camp holding Confederate prisoners, renegades and criminals. He
determines on chasing the Apaches and destroying them, while rescuing the boys
they have kidnapped. Faced with manpower shortages he can only take ten Union
guards, so he recruits among the civilians and amongst the Confederatesterhe

are la by his onetime friend and former fellow officer Captain Ben Tyreen.

Hostility alreadyclearlyexistsbetween the two mer\s an officer Tyreen had

fought a duel and at his trial Dundee had cast the deciding vote that got him

cashiered. In their Civil War situation each sees the other as a traitor and a fake.
Dundee has sentenced Tyreen and bther Confederates (Sergeant Chilltime,

Hadley brothers and Jimmy Let®) execution for the murder of a guard in their

escape attempt, but offers them a pardon if they volunteer for the misgeithe

six black Unionist troops tired of beingreédud t o war dends dut i es
as do other Confederated/ithin his own force®undeehas to cope with

Lieutenant Grahame, a bumbling greenhorn second in command, ;wieen

never loses an opportunity to vex him and who tells him to his fachaehatl kill

him once Athe Apache are taken and dest
force.The harsh desert terrain, the Civil War in Mexico and finally the Apaches

are further factors in making this the mission from hell.

This motley force of arountifty or sixty follow their scouts, Samuel Potts and two
Apaches on the path of tisei e r r a  @dr bangwhidh edds them deep into
wartorn Mexico.Revolutionaries there struggle against an invading army from
France. After finding and returninpe three kidnapped childréine expedition
pursues the Apaché&snto an ambush. That leaviEsirteenfatalities, destroyed
supplies, exhausted horses and casualties to be treated. To replenish and rest
Dundee must take a village occupied by the Frenclidés thisliberating the
oppressed Mexicans and romancing a village widow, but he has made enemies of
the Frenchwho pursue himwhile he pursues the Apaches with a feugimgary
group who he can just barely hold togethgethe search drags on withsutcess
Thenboth success and danger rapichmefrom an unexpected source from
where they are | east expectede.
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The Story Behind the film

FewAmerican films havénad such a mixed receptionMajor Dundee When he

saw it again on television decadatelthe lead CharletoRleston thought there

was a great film there in the ruins. The director Sam Peckidisalvned the end
product. Hewas pset over the edi t,theraplaecmemaofducer
Lucien Ballard his favoured cinematographstudio reshapinghe added
soundtrackand the budget cutderry Breslin was the appointed producer. He had
made successful filmismainly for the surfie teen market. His extremely
wholesomeinnocentrief, low budget comi€&idgetmovies were as far awa

f rom P e outloohgndintedtisns as it was possible to getinematic

terms There could be no shared vision of what the film shouldBbeslin has

often been unfairly blamed for the problems with the end product, but he did fight
against manyf the cuts the studio enforced and he was not responsible for the pile
up of problems that began before film started.

Thefilm wasreleased in variougengthsin different parts of the world. Most were
around 1B minutes nearly forty minutesess tharPec k i n puls bf 452156
minutes Evenall of those versions wenm@luctantlycut down from over three
hours.Some critics said th&ven the shortest versiontbk film was too long,
othersstatedthe opposite.

Apart from questions concernirsportenedrersionswreckingartistry and depth
those arguing that it was too short had the better argumeeatisehte shortened
versiors had several holes and gaps in the story. The most corantbabvious
gap takes the form aharacters just vanishing out ofjst. Wiley and Priam,
characters whget an introduction in the recruiting scemigatobviouslysuggest
thatthey will have important character roJesepresent for two houns little
mor e t han A the finadldattlealong $het show someone who might
be Priam wounded by a shot in the bakie the audience meant to presuitimat
they are killed? When Aespenters the film, halsoseems set up for an important
part He does getinotherimportantscenewhich suggests that his groupBlack
volunteers are going to play anportant part in the filmbut they do not. Aesop
alsoappears as little more than an exirhese are all examples that lotike
editing outand there arenanyothers One of the most important omissions
concernghe Apache scouts.

In one of the 1965 cinematic releases (the 113 minute version) and a later video
version, both the Apacltec out s jJust arendt there sud:¢
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important character©ne of these scouts is shown being killed in the redtor
version.Several comments in the narration condbenquestionabl&yalty of
Riago,andtwo longish scens, oneplayed between Dundee, Riago and Peantic
the other by the two whitegcuses on that questioDundeemakes hisuspicims
clearand Pats expresssbeliefin his scoutRiago affirns his Christian god and
his good loyalty, while wearing a prominent crossone versionin the not so cut
versiors a sad and repentant Ryan narrates that Riago proved his goadméss
the camera shows usstbody in a long shat crucified. The symbolism is of
course obvious, but it is also making several pol@tsviously ongointis the
failure of Christiangoodness in the harsh world Peckinpah depit¢serend
Dahlstom who embodies sincerity and decgralso shows this. Halone saves
AesopwhenConfederate soldielimmy Lee threatens hiandhe obviously
appears asut of place in the compamand tle savage world they travers&/ith

this crucifixion scene Peckinpah makes other poiabtgut men, abdu
unrecognised goodneds another version included on the 208D, more points
aremada bout choices and about Dundeeds pe
crucifixion scene shows him to be not always astubech makes him human and
therefore believablenstead othe superherdhealways right officer so beloved
of Hollywood. When Potts tells Dundee that he should be the one to cut Riago
downand this happens wi t thatpRigts beingmadee gr et f
Thisisanothero f t h e frful pom& kst {p ediire.

Similarly through most of thedited dowrmovie Dundees Iron John, never

compromising because he is always right,ibu lost scenahen the

Confederates, volunteering to fight the Apaaleduse to wear Union uniforms, he

realizes he cannot win and compromigés.also appears inept at riding one of

Wil eyds bucking muThesescenes likethetcleded scene | o
Christmas Eve ambusput a whole different perspective on his charaatef

makes his later errors not so rhube fault of the situations he is in, but errors of
judgementHe is notGodor a cardboard superhero.

Anotheredited ouscengnot restored until 2003hat reveals much Ben

Ty r e e nappeardncemhesethe is caught trying to escape, shows a resourceful,
slippery, egotiscal character, with something ofaffish centre stage actor about

him, as hidody languagananner his set speeclnis plumed slouch hand his

dashing Confederate uniforafl suggestWhen first caught his surprised face

bursts into a mischievowmile andas with his exclamatioaf A Ames! 0 t h
response is thaif a naughty childeing caughtAs thisscene stronglguggests
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moreobviouslythanlater scenesarrested developmewbrks asa key element in

his characterQuick onhis feet and withnis tongue, ampportunist, he does not

care that he has killed a guard in his escape attéteptheerfully takes centre

stage to give Dundee a defiant speech refusing parsieeech made for the large
Confederate audience behind him, who claeer whisle in responseHis first

scene dablishes that he cant to be trusted. The audience can see this for

themselves her&Vhen inascenancludedin all the film versionundee says

that Tyreen is a scoundrel continually going through phases he acts ooatrel

cannotto be trustegthis seems only his opinion. With the earlier scene we can see
the truth of this and that Dundeedbds dis

5 ‘\\\_;t&.‘ %,
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Pekinpah and Berger on the set. They appear relaxedaffable here

Otherrestored scenes, although br&re important. The fiesta in the village and
the Christmas Eve wrestling scebg bothbeinglonger, increasehe filmdé much
needed light moment$Vithout thecontrasthese giveagainst the grimness of
most of the storyhe film would be drearyThe deleted depictions dfanged
Mexicans with the proclamation between them showedrteechas hatedyrants
and thasupposedly civilizedaw can be savag&/hen Bugler Ryan, weeping
plays taps for the massacre victims as they are being buried, Duntlgglanes
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and tells him to be quiet. Thagpearss ambivalent. Is Dundee hiding his

sympathy and in effect telling Ryan to pull himself together is he so hard that

he cannot bear any sign of tenderness, sorrow or pain? Or is he such a control

freak that le cannot tolerate someone in his command doing something on their

own initiative?Ry and6s t ear s ar e haedodsngtknevbve b e c a u s ¢
died One of the bodies depicted is Beth Rostes, a girl he was falling in lovenwith

edited out sceneanotter point lost.

Even thel30/136 minute version has editing thas with this examplalisappoints
when compared witimemores of the version seen on the big screen in late.1965
Thereturn of the deserter O.W. Hadley at the pool had the bubbling jogand s
of the waterfall ironically in the backgroundumans were screwing up an
innocent eden, a point weakené&tie death scenes of Jimmy LaadReverend
Dahlstromwere longer and clearefhe kst scenavhere the survivors gather was
alsolonger. Itshowed wounded dion extrasandtwo more Confederatdsinging
up the rear of the cavalcade as they leave the rivereaatiTexan soil There
werefaces of all the wearploodied,gathered survivors in medium shots
including extrasThis useof extras ma&s the scene more credible. Without it the
audience must believe that in the expedition of around thirty who went into battle
the only survivors were billed characters. In extended vesgibthis scen@otts
hadclearly had taken a bad chest wouRdr perhaps aminute theexhausted
survivors stare at each othmnsively before Dundee leads them dine scene
ended with Bugler Ryan narrating that they were riding into an uncertain future.
Some of thesespects were kept in the shorter version ahdild have been left in
the 130136 minute version®i t hout Ryands | ast comment
the batteregbloodied nearly exhausted survivgithis looks likethe usual clichéd
Western endingvhere the victorious Western herdes off into the gsnset. With
theseadditions the meaningecomeshe oppositand theclichéis subtlyworked
at for sardonic irony

Overoingediting was only the biggest problem. The original soundtaacded

after filmingwas condemned, particularly the seray rather the rollickingover
polishedobviously 1960styleway it was performed at the end. It could have

worked at the Christmas Eve celebratiorotighlyd one acoustically
forceafter finding the children. It would have worked as a light way to appeal to
Dundeeby emphatically singing the chorus hdrheme! hometo return now that

the object of the expedition was compléte could have then made his comment
about Sierr&Charribareturning to raid again unlesisey hunthim down.
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Am | making an attempt to direct the film? Yes, Major Dundeds afilm
virtually begging for that response.

The idea of an individualistic genius being destroyed by the money hungry moguls
of Hollywood is a familiar motif, one that has frequently been apptied

Peckinpah antb this filmin particulay but that idea &s its limits.Ilt was not only

the studio who did so much that was wroRgckinpah was years ahead of his

time, particularlyin this film, including swearing obscenities and explicit, perhaps
even gory violence filmed in slow motiode must have kown the studio bosses
would cut such thingsut because of censorship ghdrating problems it would
causePeckinpab way of spendingn his entertainmentsvas virtually asking for

a budget cut. In the same waig continually turning up on the set lade drunk

may wel | have |l ed to reducing the fil mo
on a timing pressure that led to rushed waitke fights starting at 11p.m.were also

a problenprobablycontributingto a shorter schedule.

The problemsvith rushingwere obvious in the screenplayuch could have and
should have been corrected on even cursergadingsAt the start we are told

that SierreCharribaterrorised an area three times the size of Texas. Look at a map;
that means he terrorised from Mexico City tim3-rantsco and all points in
betweenTo state the obvious anybody knows: this is eohisimpossibility.And

he did this with fortyseven warriorsPlow did they wipe out a fuflarmed

company of cavalry and armed civili&s credibility gap sarts with thastart.

Bugler Ryan says clearly that he was the sole survivor Rtistesnassare, but

later we hear that Riago is under suspi@bbeing a spyecause he survivedah
massacren a long scene Dundee goes through a list of possible officers to be
second in command and everybody is away ok.s¥et & the Confederattrial a

tableful of officers, not including Grahamspposedlyhe only one on active

service, are the judges. The Confederates are to be executed on a future date
November sixth, not morethaivéd ays after Dundeeds retu
andtherefore very san that longconversatiorbetweerabout absent officers.

Wiley wears a heavy fur coat when the sun blazes whichfsuotity that even

Dundee joins the others in stripping off shirts, going down to long johrae®ps

they sweat profusely Priam initially gpearsas a civilian horse thief, but in some

later shots he appears wearing a union jacket and cap or just a union cap. When did
he enlist, or did he®hen in the middle of a wilderness the wounded are being
treated after the Christmas Day battle, buckeasdages and stretchers are there in
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profusion, but where did they come from? We saw the cavalcade leave the fort, but
none of these things were evidantd there was no wagon that could contain them.

Somebody should have checladtithese impossibiligs and oversights.

Peckinpah(who startedn Hollywood as a writey started shooting with the

screenplay one third unfinished, doing much of the rest himself during filming

which perhaps as much as over editing, explains many of the contradictions,
implausibilities, holes, gapand underused characters. Thethedscreenplay

reflected diverse desirds In the ArenaHeston stated thalé studio wanted a

cowboys verses Indian pictutee wanteda Civil War film and Peckinpah wanted

The Wild BunchNo one viewprevailed.Rushing not only shows up in the

screenplay, characterisations and the editing, but in continuity. In one shot cars can
be seen in the distance, in another an explosion appears far from the battle, after it
Is over, after the cannon has beertaided. Heston has apparently changed

serapes in scenes seconds apart. Peckinpah was no sloppy filmmaker when it came
to continuity; he got the best known cl
clothing with chronological exactitude and he watchedifm details. What he

was was an overworked director trying to cope with budget cuts, sudden time
limitations, worried studio executives and his own problems. All this did lead to a
film that could have been betté@rdid lead to a frazzled and demoralisHeston.

Already rushed for time, Peckinpabparenthfired fifteen cast members and then

had to acquaint their replacements with how he wanted their tasks done. Peckinpah
had a chance toastéWoody StrodeStrode was a charismatic charactetor and

very popular with audiences. He enhanced every movie he made. Peckinpah
rejected him, apparently for the role of Siediaarriba saying to his face that he

looked like a haHoreed.Stodés ancestry was AfricainrAmerican anddmerindian

"Yeah, Dundee
was great. It was
a great film. I fell
in love with my
Mexican wife on
Dundee."

Sam Peckinpah
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Senta Berger during filming.he top photo skws how many on the
set felt.
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Heston and Berger during filming of the love scene

Despite all thesetherproblemseditingseems to have caused mpreblemsthan
anything elseThe beginning was written differentlinitially the first shot was of
LieutenantBannon and his party making for the Rostes ranch with Riago in chains.
A Halloween partys onat the Rostes rancBugler Ryan flirts with young Beth
Rostes and gets his first kiss. As in many American films sexuaitynever be
innocent or sensu#br long: violence and death are not far away. Be#veral of

the childrerand Apactes dress in sheefetending to be ghosts. Soon they are

and will haunt the rest of the filnThe massacre happdscause when the

Apaches attack many of the cavalrymen are drBekh runs to reach Ryan who is

on horseback, but gets two arrows in the bacthageaches hinit is unclear if
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the party and the massacre footage which was scheduled for fifteen or twenty
minutesof screen timestill exists somewheré or if it ever did. InAn April 2013
Darren Grossterviewon DVD Talkwith Helen Samuelsherecalled spending a
day doing the scene and she believed it was filmed. Like her memories, the
existence of a screenplay for the scenes and a bmamcording sound shown in
one still suggests that this was Bohis journal from the filmingpn April 2" 1964
Heston wrote that this scene was filmed and then cut. While the best evidence
clearly is on the side of filmingyo conclusive prodfor fil ming exists. The
intended prologue would have explained much gh&iest, onlyhalf-emerged in
the film. It sounds as ihat first scendad the potential to be brilliant or corny,
either deepening the subtext or going into heavy handed symbolism

Other deleted or unfilmed scenes probably worked to clarify, develop ensomble
characters and deepen meaning and ambiguiexkinpalwisely had scenegr

intended to have scereshowingmore ofthe political complexitesodDu nd e e 6 s
expedition beingn Mexicoi and the danger this put him in with the American

military. This would have deepened the suspense, increased a sense of historic
reality, and by making Dundeeb6s fate ba
fiurther avay from the predicatable happy ending where order is restOxexal.

two hours of footagéabout halfof what Peckinpah filmgdemains missingn an

attempt to indicate what has gone and what might have aesctiorhas been

includedin this reapprragl.

Heston and Peckinpah share coffees on the set

L A



http://acertaincinema.com/?s=charlton+heston&submit=Search
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“Killing a man
isn't clean and
quick and simple.
It's bloody and
awful. And maybe
if enough people
come to realize
that shooting
somebody isn't
just fun and
games, maybe
we'll get
somewhere.”
Sam Peckinpah

Peckinpah could both inspire and demoralise, clarify and confuse.

The filming ofMajor Dundeaen itself has all theeeded ingredients for a
Hollywood melodrana.It may yet be made into a movie.

Setting The hot dusy, isolated desert set where crew members die of scorpion
bites.

Menace Scorpions, maggots in thead, murderous thugs sleay bars, rich
Hollywood executivesvearingltalian suits andvraparaindsunglasses arriving to
cause trouble.

Love InterestThe director marries the ingénue. Peckinpah maBegbiia
Palacios three times. Obvious)ylespite rough patchekey lastedhs a couple
until his death, twenty years aftelajor Dundee

Protagmistsl: Two macho superstars one for the Union, one for the Confederacy
are bitter rivalsOne continually falls sick, the other fractures an elbow but
conceals it to keep on filming. He nearly drowns in a stunt gone wrong.

Protagonist2: The pragmatt studio verses the director, who is brilliant, stubborn,
envisioned frequently drunkand totally abrasivand considered insane by many
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Protagonists3: The Producer. Used to directing clean wholesome surfie movies,
he has the power over the movie uittgets to the studio. Then unseen hands get
it.

Bizarre sceneHeston recalled that nobody told the villagers who lived in the
remote area where the fiesta was set that they were making a movie. They thought
that they were really being raided by bandaos responded accordingly.

Problem:Everythingis a problem. From themaggot infested food, weather to
scorpionsto egotistical quarrel$p the budgetto cutthroats amongst the locais
sicknessto terrified local villagers, t@roducers of suié movies everythinggoes
wrong.

L.Q. Jones stated about the filming that he knew he was on a Peckinpah set when
he found maggots in the food. The effect on team morale with the film crew and
cast can be imagined. Mi k e Sdoeugentar§Passion andPoetry The

Ballad of Sam Peckinpadil the interviewed survivors, Santa Berger, James
Coburn, L.Q. Jones, R.G. Armstrong and the costumes manager, all separately
describe Peckinpah as a formidable and an original talent, and as an extreme
individualist. Heston said the same in his written accounts. Berger states that his
violent macho imageeemedbo ver dr awn, and praises Peck
such as his manner with her. She gives the surprising example that he had a
knowledge and liking of classical sia. Coburn, Berger and others restated what
Peckinpah tated that he depicted violence so graphically to show how horrible it
was and thaif people saw it realistically depicted they would recoil from it. Four

or five years afteMajor Dundeg Peckinpalwas horrified to hear that an African
Army was using his films to desensitise recruits to battlefield killings. Soon after
hearing that he made the neiolent Westerng he Ballad of Cable Hogud 970)
andJunior Bonner(1972) Later he mad€onvoy(1978)which dealt with truckers
battling the government with organisation and humour, not violence. All three
films have a lyrical beauty to them, although other films he maatablyThe

Straw Dogq1971,)Bring Me the Headf Alfredo Garcia(1974) and his st The
Osterman Weeker(@984)would be lacking in that lyrical beauty bhave

massive amounts of violen¢eand explicit sexinterestingly most of those who
decry violence in Peckinpahoés fil ms say

He emerges as a Jekyll adgide character with an erratic talent. After praising his
virtues Berger described him as a mmashin some waysCoburn said he was a
genius for three hours a day and would then find a béitlgctives such as
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paranoidyolatile, unreliable, erratic, ngalomaniac, strange, drunken, unkempt
andschizophrenic are also uskd others Several of them use the same adjectives,
independeny. Many alsoinvolved inMajor Dundeedescribe how his

eccentricitieshis distasteful and alienating behaviamd how hiserratic
temperamendftenmade for a film making nightmare. In 04 memoirsTis
HerselfMaur een OOHara described a similar ¢
TheDeadly Companionsiade in 196,lalthough she questioned his reputation for

being a genius. In his memoirs Charleton Heston tells a similar-samy others.

He recounts how he final Impddledosdérsand s t en
abuse andn horseback chargéuim with a sword. A terrified Peckinpah saved

himself by frantcally raising the crane he was e becameolite after that

incident L.Q. Jones andtbers present also corroborate this story. In sixty years in

the world of entertainment, Hestdhe most level headed, courteous and

professional of Hollywood starBad never behaved like this befared never

would again. L.Q. Jones also recoumnistherstory which shows how Peckinpah

was something less than courageous. After taking Ben Johnson andbJanes

squalid bar filled with dangerous characters Peckinpahtsp i n t he bart en
while abusing him antis beer. When figlmig started and Jones and Johnson were
standing back to back fighting off desperadoes attacking them with knives and

broken bottlesthe great depicter of macho male courage and maldrippledi

them Hefled in the car.

One problem that Peckinpah did not cause and which eventually became an asset

was the rivalry between Harris and Heston. Santa Berger rightly recalled the
childishness of it as Harris used built up shoes to make hitafielfthan Heston,

who then responded with higher bobtand so on. It sounds like good humoured
funriwhen recounted in writing. Berger 6s ¢

The clock joke does. Harris stated that Heston had been in biblicalsviovigo

long that he thought he was godlike and his reliably punctual arrival on the set was
worth satirising. Harris sat waiting on set with a large alarm clock around his neck
and at Hestondéds arrival the cl| agrkat went
many alarm clocks were placed around He
1995 memoirs Heston paid tribute to Har
during filming he records that Harris had a way of messing things up and that he
wasfrequently sick. This may have much to do with the terrible food on the set,

which both L.Q. Jones and Heston separately described as memorably awful. It

may have much to do with Harrisand heal't
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frequent action roledHarris had many health problems throughout his life,
includingtuberculosis, low blood pressure and Hodgins disease. Despite problems,
Harris gave a great performanddis real life rivalry between the two men

worked well for the film as the two men plalbostile rivals. The assorted

rivalries, tensions and tough conditions ultimately became a subtext that worked in
the filmés favour as it was about a gro
conditions. As Katherine Hepburn remarked about movies inrgke@emovie can

be wrecked when everybody gets on well and has a good time. That was one of the
very few problems not faced by everyone connected with the makivigjof

Dundee

The filmas initially shownwas flawednot wreckedThe 2005 dvdrersion
improved many aspects but the great film that could have been may still be in dust
covered casings somewhere.

This photograph shows that strife and vexation were not the full story on the set.
This may be Helen Samu@birthday party. Note theabre used to cut the cake
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Sam Peckinpah on the set\djor Dundee

Filming the Christmas Day battl&he dolly is under water.
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SamPeckinpah 1928.984.
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The Storyin stills from the Film

The opening shot after the narratiobhe civilized and orderly world of a journal
bursts into flame and the destruction, ferocity and chaos that comesrwith f
emerges with the Apaches.

SierraCharribataunts Brannon as he a&bout to torturenhim atthe massacre
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DundeePottsGomez and Ryan find the body of @ap Bannon in the Rostes
Ranch

The bl onde woman in the white dress was
she is being buried here is a callous contrast to the deleted love scene.
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Tyreen is enchained, but still motivated by hatred.

Dundee intimidates thessembled andear mutinous prisoners, who have been
stirred up by Tyreenobdés defiant speech
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The trial scene where tHwe confederates are condemned to death.
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Dundeebds second i n r,disagreeawitdthe p@anpdt ai n Wa l
expedition, warnindpundeethat he could be shot.

The only officer Dundee can find to be his second in command is Lieutenant
Grahame. This still shows Dundagssessing him and Grahame being pompous,
officious, naive and obedhie
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Dundeebs arrogance and Grahamed6s inept:.

SergeantGomezappears aglearly not impressed with the quality of recruits for
the mission
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Dundee and Tyreen negotiate how the Confederates will serve on duktiexp
Dundee starts negotiations off with a punch in the face to a mame&ihg
enchainegdcannot punch back.

Pekinpah did not shirk from depicting the sordid realities of the West, or of
America during the Civil War. One of thea r wibrst aspectsvas the crowded,
filthy prison camp®oth sides maintained.


http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIitLhh8HFyAIVAwaOCh0fYg9N&url=http://www.dvd-basen.dk/redirect.php3?id%3D356085%26index%3D145593&psig=AFQjCNEZUMld8g1KmMfVAxbZgb5BfbndQA&ust=1445033942297642
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLvSi5CJocgCFVMbjgod51oLoA&url=http://worldscinema.org/2012/03/sam-peckinpah-major-dundee-1965/&psig=AFQjCNFBZUrM_BBIUWrM0a7_QLqBgttUOg&ust=1443781457980940

38

Tyreen leads the Confederateslgfiantlys i n g i n @s tidepleaxd the fort to

huntthe ApacheThe Union troops return the challenge with their battle hymn and
the civilians intherearigether r endi ti on o fntiné@My Dar | i ng
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The purloined cannoandsupc ar ri ed i n parts by Wil eyod:
be useful.

The Conf eder tatbeirsy@nder Brsoa commaacbecam®ident in
facial expressions and body language here.
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When Jimmy Lee orders Aesop to pull off his boots to teach him who is boss this
rapidly develops into a standoff between the Union and Confederate segments.
Reverendahlstromand Tyreen stop it.
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The Christmas Eve wrestling match. A humorous embinefore the ambush

On Christmas Evehe kidnapped boys are returndéalundee barely notices them.
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The Christma®ay battle. Note the amount of blood in the waléris battle took
two weeks to prepare and shoot.

After the battle. The deateto be buried and the wounded need help.



http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMLrnqLYmMgCFQcKjgodpbUKhA&url=http://programacinemafalado.blogspot.com/2014/03/em-dvd-um-classico-do-western-juramento.html&psig=AFQjCNFoVgm3eaE3ll64EXUxfgj2vaeAjg&ust=1443493153856869
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNqoi8mnqsgCFRYFjgodyS4OYQ&url=http://dreadfulfuture.tumblr.com/post/114948064668/supervillain-major-dundee-1965-dir-sam&psig=AFQjCNEbO9BCpaPLCMCSbXyeysLjwveYlw&ust=1444099203631099

43

The funeral of the fourteen men killed in the Christmas Eve ambush. Reverend
Dahlstroml eads the men in singing O0Shall We
Dundee turns up with a shovel and ignoring the serataats tossing earth on

them as if they were garbage. The mourners stop singing and start sathng

still shows
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The nextour shots show thexpedition arriving in the village, bombarding the
French fort and taking their surrender.
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Dundee and Teresa first meet while supervises thiaking downof hanged
Mexicans.
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Ryan gets his wound in the arse tended by Dub Taylor and the future Mrs
Peckinpah. The partial site of a posterior caused nervous titters irutiiereces in
1965.

The fiesta. Tyreen has discarded his Confederate coat for one he calls the spoils of
war. Like the cummerbund, this shows him moving away from his Confederate
persona into that of a gringo adventurer. Dundee is also moving away feom hi
persona as an officer. Ryan is taking a lover, playeBégyona Palacios. She met

Sam Peckinpah on the set. They would marry soon after.
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Always inept, bualwaysa tryer, Lieutenant Grahame dances with Teresa

Dundee as the conquering hero. Unatdeelax, he does not join in the fiesta, but
observes it. Or is his unease, so obvious in this scene his stance, because he knows
that he will not defend the village when the French return? Is Tyreen going into his
stage act cavalier because he suspe€isBecause he is brigftrying to get along

with his onetime friend?
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Tyreen is also attracted to Tereaad tidies himself ugbut his facial expressioh
this still shows why she would prefer Dundee

Romance blooms, the point of view is from Dunttes is his shoulder.
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Tyreen abuses Dundee as not a real officer, but who likes more of a poseur?

Sometimes Tyreen seems yealin this moment
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When Sergeant Gomez brings O.W.Hadley frack attempting desertion,
Dundee insists that he be knocked off his heogbat he will not have to look up
at him.

In the scene below where O.W. Hadley begs for his life and Tyreen knows that
Dundee will execute hinRealizing that higpleading will have no effect and that he
will be shot for desertion, O.W. Hadley becomesadéfand abusive.
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Another UniorConfederate stand affevelopsvhen Dundee decides to shoot
Hadleyfor desertion.
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The lovemaking scene was rather daring for 13éston and Berger do not seem
to be wearing the flesh coloured body stockingisally used in Hollywood films
involving nudity.

The lovemaking endseflesa and Dundee start to dress and the punishment for
sexualinvolvemenstarts with an arrow in the leg
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Wounded, Dundee is taken to a doctor in Durango

The pointof viewsho h e r e iThatigherskosldeldfa lefhe has just
come to see if he is recovering from his wound and finds him with his new love
interest
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When he realises he is losing Teresa suddenly Dundee reveals that he can be
vulnerable. This is one of the few shots were Dutm#e anything less than

tough He becomes very vulnerable, going on a drunk which leaves him literally in
the gutter.
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Here Tyreen tells Dundee that he has sunk so low that he is not worth killing. That
abuse gets him on the road to recovery.

Realsing that Dundee is going to pieces, Tyreen gives him another verbal
savaging and gets the same back.
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Dundee, Ri ago and Potts argue about Ri a

The expeditiono s | sCrbarioéurthera nd dec
but to set up mambush.
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Dundeeo6s fordishelefinfReages to cut Riago down

The three most important men in the pursuing expedition pensively consider
possibilities.
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The last Apache attacwhich results in their destructioff his is actually one of
the lightestandcleerst amongst Peckinpahos dar k n
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The morning after thénal Apacheattack One French company blocks access
across the ford back to Texas while others approach from Mexico.
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Dundeeds command bombards, then attacks

Preparing for the barge at the river
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The French commander leads their charge.

.....

Tyreen in the midst of the fight
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Scenes fromhebattle on theRio Grande
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With stunts like thigt is unsurprising that Heston nearly drowned when his horse
rolled.

Howmaay sol di ers take fatal wounds wi
cavalier devoured his sense of reality?

t h
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The survivors gatheiPotts survived but is out of the shot. Note the fdvag
placed at the baclOundee rides off in a stance that says a lot.
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Dundee in character
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Peckinpahod6s Lyric Quality

Peckinpahdés ability to use | andscape 1in
As in these photographise frequently uses landscape for its lyrical qualities, to

suggest life could be more beautiful. Hecauses it to dwarf his protagonists,

suggesting that they are less than the world around them, a violent and competitive
species in the natural world.
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What is Missing: Piercing T ogether the P ieces

Several peoplbeave searched for the missing film without success. Information,

stills and some scenes have been found in places as far away as Hollywood,

Finland and England.he abovestill is from the prologue where a romance starts

just before the Apaches attatdkct e t he boom at Ryanods f ee
prologue may no | onger exist, Hest onos
screenplay, the fact that a dayodéds shoot
below (which was in the film) all suggt it was filmed.
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This still looks like Sergeant Chillushaesa laugh with the black contingent. The
Mexican flagand the decorated roof the backgroundr®wsthat thisscends set

in the village.This contingent get little notice in tHidgm. BelowWith Samuel Potts
and Reveren®ahlstromin the background, O.W. Hadley has said something to
amuse Private Aesop.

f

’

These two tlls suggesPeckinpah intended to address the question of race in the
Civil War, or at least to show the Con&rdtes and Union blacks amiably-co
existing at timesOneincludedscenghat exists irall versionswhen Tyreen
compliments Aesopn the Rio Granderossingsupports this ided.he
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prominence of Brock Peters in posters and cast lists, as well as bdkiotory
scengsuggests that he had a much more prominent role than what we can see.

Tyreen looks like he will be hanged prematurnelyis capture scene. This is
probably a publicity still or part of a studio archivieclearly a day shoot thats
notyetbeen made night.
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Gomez and Potts (?) are definitely out of character here. Is this on set clowning or
an unknown scene? More such lighter moments would not have hurt the film.

Hestonposing for the mule riding scene which would be dona biuntman.
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This lobby card shows another scene not in the film. The Mexican hats suggests it
Is set after the village is captured.

Is this the beginning of the Christmas Eve wrestling scdndfe film these pair
wrestling has been goiran for some time before we seentthe DVD version
Note that Priam, who enlisted as a horsethief, now wears a UnioRledgter
appears in uniform. Is his enlistment missing or is this just more mistakes in

continuity?
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